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Intermediate Social Video Gear List

Cameras:

Supports:Lighting:

Sony A7S Mirrorless Camera: This camera 
is proclaimed by some to be the best entry 
level video camera. It has a full-frame sensor, 
very compact body and best of all, fantastic 
low-light performance which means you 
don’t have to worry as much about there not 
being enough light.

Panasonic GH4 Mirrorless Camera: This 
camera body is a little bit more bulky but 
many people agree it feels much more 
comfortable in your hands. That isn’t a huge 
deal considering that most of the time, it will 
be mounted on a tripod for video purposes. 
The big advantage is that this camera can 
record in 4K resolution rather than just HD 
1080p. The Sony A7S can record at 4K as 
well but only with an external recorder. 4K 
is not a huge deal for web purposes but if 
you have high aspirations, this camera will 
last you a bit longer. It doesn’t have as good 
of a selection of lenses either but you can 
always buy an adapter to use others.

$2,498.00 for body only.

$1,497.99 for body only.

$549.00 for 14-140mm lens.
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$998.00 for 55mm f/1.8 lens. This is almost 
exactly what the human eye perceives 
so your video will be extremely natural 
appearing.
bhphotovideo.com

Quick tip: Remember 
that you need to buy 
an SD card no matter 
what type of camera 
you get. I recommend 
that this is one area 
that you don’t look for 
the cheapest option. All 
of your footage will be 
stored on this card and 
if it dies, you will lose it 
all. I also recommend 
buying multiple 16 GB 
or 32 GB cards rather 
than one really large 
card. This way, if one 
fails, you only lose 
some of your footage 
rather than all of it.

Manfrotto 546B Tripod with 504HD 
Fluid Video Head: This tripod will offer 
significantly more stable video so every 
little movement doesn’t make your camera 
wobble back and forth. It also offers a lot 
more range of height to set it at. The fluid 
video head is a huge benefit because you 
can very smoothly pan and tilt the camera 
using this set up.

$889.88

$1,699.00

adorama.com

LED Panel 3-light Studio Kit: LEDs offer 
the most bang for your buck and have the 
added benefit of being extremely compact, 
battery operated so they are very portable 
and LEDs last far longer than standard 
lightbulbs. You won’t get nearly as much 
light as you would from traditional studio 
lights but you also won’t get sweat inducing 
heat. This 3 light kit will give you the ability 
to control the light from both sides and be 
able to put a light behind the subject to 
make them stand out from the background 
even more. They are also more powerful, 
have extra batteries and come with light 
shaping tools such as diffusers for when 
you are getting more advanced.

www.bhphotovideo.com

More on next page

Total: $4,890-$6,950

http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1044728-REG/sony_ilce7s_b_alpha_a7s_mirrorless_digital.html
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1028453-REG/panasonic_dmc_gh4kbody_lumix_dmc_gh4_mirrorless_micro.html
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/968587-REG/panasonic_14_140mm_f_3_5_5_6_ois_micro.html/pageID/accessory
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1008124-REG/sony_sel55f18z_sonnar_t_fe_55mm.html/pageID/accessory
http://www.adorama.com/BG504HD546BK.html
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1069037-REG/ikan_ib508_v2_kit_ib508_v2_bi_color_led_3.html
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Audio:

Miscellaneous:

Rode Compact Shotgun Mic: This little 
microphone has a lot more quality to offer than 
the built in microphone in your camera or even 
the Lavalier mic in the Basic package. It can still 
be plugged into your phone or your camera and it 
will drastically improve your sound quality.

$229.00 adorama.com

Sony Lavalier Mic: This lavalier is far higher 
quality than the one in the Basic package 
and will sound night-and-day better than 
anything else you have recorded. But this 
lavalier cannot simply be plugged into a 
smartphone or your camera. You must have 
an external recorder and you have to match 
up the audio in post-production.

$349.00 adorama.com/
Zoom H4n External Recorder: Whether you are 
using a shotgun mic or a lavalier, this external 
recorder will help improve your audio greatly. 
It gives you far more granular control of your 
audio inputs and gives you much more freedom 
over the types of microphones you can use. Just 
remember that you will have to line up the audio 
in post-production. I recommend clapping very 
loudly next to your external microphone and 
your camera microphone at the beginning of 
each clip you record. This will make lining up the 
audio easy and painless.

$389.98 adorama.com

Background: If you have a large solid color wall or 
some other simple, non-distracting background 
then use that by all means! For those of us that 
don’t have beautiful offices, just buy some simple 
seamless background paper. You can use it over 
and over again and it is easy to put up and take 
back down.

$25.00
$99.99

bhphotovideo.com

Background Support: If you are tired of taping paper to 
a wall or trying to find a way to hang it from the ceiling, 
save yourself some headache by buying a background 
support. This makes it easy to set up the background 
in minutes and never have to worry about adjusting 
the height or the paper falling down.

bhphotovideo.com

Intermediate Social Video Gear List
Total: $4,890-$6,950

http://www.adorama.com/RDVMP.html
http://www.adorama.com/SOECM55B.html
http://www.adorama.com/ZOH4NE.html
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/buy/seamless-paper/ci/23680/N/3976090297
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/437786-REG/Impact_3046_Background_Support_System.html

